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Introduction
We will use this dataset throughout the course for problem sets and other demonstrations. It is posted 

on Canvas and my website (https://ethanbusby.com/posc-3410/) as an R data file, Stata file, and as 

a .csv.

The data are a trimmed, cleaned version of the 2016 American National Election Study (more details 

here (https://electionstudies.org/project/2016-time-series-study/)). The document that follows here is a 

codebook to help you understand what the different variables are and how they are coded.

Basic demographics
Ideo_self - “Where would you place yourself on this scale, or haven’t you thought much about this?”. 

Respondents’ self-rated ideology, 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 3=slightly liberal, 4=moderate, middle 

of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly conservative. 99 corresponds to the 

response “Haven’t thought much about it”

Interest_camp - “Some people don’t pay much attention to political campaigns. How about you? Would 

you say that you have been very much interested, somewhat interested or not much interested in the 

political campaigns so far this year?”. Responses range from 1 (very interested) to 3 (not much 

interested).

Interest_gen - “How interested would you say you are in politics? Are you very interested, somewhat 

interested, not very interested, or not at all interested?”. Responses range from 1 (very interested) to 4 

(not at all interested).

Female - Respondent’s self-identified gender. 1 refers to female, 0 to nonfemale (male and other)

Age - Respondent’s age in years; derived from their birthdate; ranges from 18 to 90

Income - Respondent’s income in dollars, separated into 18 categories. 1 is the lowest income 

category (<$5000 a year), 18 the highest (>=$150,000).

Bisex - Self-identified sexual orientation; 1 if respondent indicated they were bisexual, 0 otherwise.

GayLes - Self-identified sexual orientation; 1 if respondent indicated they were gay or lesbian, 0 

otherwise.

Hetero - Self-identified sexual orientation; 1 if respondent indicated they were heterosexual, 0 

otherwise.

White - Self-identified racial identity; 1 if respondent mentioned White, 0 otherwise



Black - Self-identified racial identity; 1 if respondent mentioned Black, 0 otherwise

Hispanic - Self-identified racial identity; 1 if respondent mentioned Hispanic, 0 otherwise

Asian - Self-identified racial identity; 1 if respondent mentioned Asian, 0 otherwise

Race - Combined racial variable. 1=white, 2=black, 3=Asian, 4=Native American, 5-Hispanic, 6=Other

Attend - “Do you go to religious services never, a few times a year, once or twice a month, almost 

every week, or every week?” How often respondent attends religious meetings, combined across three 

variables. 0=never, 1=a few times a year, 2=once or twice a month, 3=almost every week, 4=once a 

week, 5=more than once a week

Educ - “What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have 

received?” Ranges from 1 to 16, where 16 is the highest education category

Member_num - “How many organizations are you currently a member of?” A count variable, ranging 

from 0 to 50.

PID7 - 7 point party ID, derived from three questions asked on the survey. 1=Strong Dem, 2=Weak 

Dem, 3=Lean Dem, 4=Independent, 5=Lean Rep, 6=Weak Rep, 7=Strong Rep.

Personality traits

Big 5 items:
These questions asked respondents to rate how well a pair of words described them with these 

instructions: “We’re interested in how you see yourself. Please mark how well the following pair of 

words describes you, even if one word describes you better than the other.” For all, response options 

are (1)extremely poorly, (2)somewhat poorly, (3)a little poorly, (4)neither poorly nor well, (5)a little well, 

(6)somewhat well, (7)extremely well

Big 5: tipi_extra - Extraverted, enthusiastic

Big 5: tipi_crit - Critical, quarrelsome

Big 5: tipi_dep - Dependable, self-disciplined

Big 5: tipi_anx - Anxious, easily upset

Big 5: tipi_open - Open to new experience, complex

Big 5: tipi_resv - Reserved, quiet

Big 5: tipi_warm - Sympathetic, warm

Big 5: tipi_disorg - Disorganized, careless

Big 5: tipi_calm - Calm, emotionally stable

Big 5: tipi_conv - Conventional, uncreative



Cognitive style
The following items asked about individual’s cognitive style

Cog_scale - Need to evaluate scale; derived from other questions on the survey. Higher values mean 

more need to evaluate

Cog_rather - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is characteristic of 

you or what you believe: I would rather have a strong opinion than no opinion at all”. 1=extremely 

uncharacteristic of me, 2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat characteristic of 

me, 5=extremely characteristic of me

Cog_bother - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is characteristic of 

you or what you believe: It bothers me to remain neutral”. 1=extremely uncharacteristic of me, 

2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat characteristic of me, 5=extremely 

characteristic of me

Cog_import - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is characteristic of 

you or what you believe: It is very important to me to hold strong opinions”. 1=extremely 

uncharacteristic of me, 2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat characteristic of 

me, 5=extremely characteristic of me

Cog_everything - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is 

characteristic of you or what you believe: I form opinions about everything”. 1=extremely 

uncharacteristic of me, 2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat characteristic of 

me, 5=extremely characteristic of me

Cog_moreopin16 - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is 

characteristic of you or what you believe: I have many more opinions than the average person”. 

1=extremely uncharacteristic of me, 2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat 

characteristic of me, 5=extremely characteristic of me

Cog_notinvol - “Thinking about yourself, please indicate whether or not the statement is characteristic 

of you or what you believe: I like to have strong opinions even when I am not personally involved”. 

1=extremely uncharacteristic of me, 2=somewhat uncharacteristic of me, 3=uncertain, 4=somewhat 

characteristic of me, 5=extremely characteristic of me

Feeling thermometer ratings
All of the feeling thermometer items follow the same basic format. Subjects are asked the following 

about each group/person: “How would you rate: group or person. Please enter the rating number in the 

number box. Ratings between 50 degrees and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm 

toward the group. Ratings between 0 degrees and 50 degrees mean that you don’t feel favorable 

toward the group and that you don’t care too much for that group. You would rate the group at the 50 

degree mark if you don’t feel particularly warm or cold toward the group.”

Responses range from 0 to 100. Any values over 100 or below 0 are missing values.

FT_Christian - Christians



FT_Rich - Rich people

FT_Muslim - Muslims

FT_Jews - Jews

FT_Illimm - Illegal immigrants

FT_Feminist - Feminists

FT_Poor - Poor people

FT_Police - Police

FT_Liberal - Liberals

FT_Unions - Labor unions

FT_Hisp - Hispanics

FT_Blacks - Blacks

FT_Asians - Asian-Americans

FT_Whites - Whites

FT_GL - Gay men and lesbians

FT_XFund - Christian fundamentalists

FT_Conserv - Conservatives

FT_BBus - Big business

FT_SCourt - The Supreme Court

FT_Congress - Congress

FT_BLM - Black Lives Matter movement

FT_Scientist - Scientists

FT_Trans - Transgender people

FT_DC - Hillary Clinton

FT_RC - Donald Trump

FT_DP - Democratic Party

FT_RP - Republican Party

FT_DHC - Democratic House of Reps. candidate

FT_RHC - Republican House of Reps. candidate



Feelings towards the parties

Positions and performance
Party_diff - “Do you think there are any important differences in what the Republicans and Democrats 

stand for?” 1=Yes, 0=No

DC_ideo - Ideological placement of Hillary Clinton; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 3=slightly liberal, 

4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly conservative.

RC_ideo - Ideological placement of Donald Trump; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 3=slightly liberal, 

4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly conservative.

DP_ideo - Ideological placement of Democratic Party; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 3=slightly liberal, 

4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly conservative.

RP_ideo - Ideological placement of Republican Party; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 3=slightly liberal, 

4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly conservative.

DHC_ideo - Ideological placement of Democratic House candidate; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 

3=slightly liberal, 4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly 

conservative.

RHC_ideo - Ideological placement of Republican House candidate; 1=extremely liberal, 2=liberal, 

3=slightly liberal, 4=moderate, middle of the road, 5=slightly conservative, 6=conservative, 7=extremly 

conservative.

DP_left - “In politics people sometimes talk of left and right. Where would you place the Democratic 

Party on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means the left and 10 means the right?”

RP_left - “In politics people sometimes talk of left and right. Where would you place the Republican 

Party on a scale from 0 to 10 where 0 means the left and 10 means the right?”

DC_insurance_old - Referring to government vs. private insurance plans, “Where would you place 

Hillary Clinton on this issue?”. 1=govt insurance plan, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7=private insurance plan. No labels 

on responses 2 through 6

RC_insurance_old - Referring to government vs. private insurance plans, “Where would you place 

Donald Trump on this issue?”. 1=govt insurance plan, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7=private insurance plan. No labels 

on responses 2 through 6

DC_AidBlacks - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should help blacks” and the other is “7. 

Blacks should help themselves”, “Where would you place Hillary Clinton on this issue?” No labels on 

responses 2 through 6

RC_AidBlacks - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should help blacks” and the other is “7. 

Blacks should help themselves”, “Where would you place Donald Trump on this issue?” No labels on 

responses 2 through 6



DC_defensp_old - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should decrease defense spending”

and the other is “7. Govt shold increase defense spending”, “Where would you place Hillary Clinton on 

this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6

RC_defensp_old - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should decrease defense spending”

and the other is “7. Govt shold increase defense spending”, “Where would you place Donald Trump on 

this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6

DC_abortion_old - “Where would you place Hillary Clinton (on abortion)?” Answers are: 1. By law, 

abortion should never be permitted, 2. The law should permit abortion only in the case of rape, incest, 

or when the woman’s life is in danger, 3. The law should permit abortion for reasons other than rape, 

incest, or danger to the woman’s life, but only after the the need for the abortion has been clearly 

established, 4. By law, a woman should always be able to obtain an abortion as a matter of personal 

choice.

RC_abortion_old - “Where would you place Donald Trump (on abortion)?” Answers are: 1. By law, 

abortion should never be permitted, 2. The law should permit abortion only in the case of rape, incest, 

or when the woman’s life is in danger, 3. The law should permit abortion for reasons other than rape, 

incest, or danger to the woman’s life, but only after the the need for the abortion has been clearly 

established, 4. By law, a woman should always be able to obtain an abortion as a matter of personal 

choice.

DC_govtspend_old - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should provide many fewer 

services” and the other is “7. Govt should provide many more services”, “Where would you place Hillary 

Clinton on this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6.

RC_govtspend_old - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should provide many fewer 

services” and the other is “7. Govt should provide many more services”, “Where would you place 

Donald Trump on this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6.

DC_jobsincome - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should see to jobs and a standard of 

living” and the other is “7. Govt should let each person get ahead on own”, “Where would you place 

Hillary Clinton on this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6.

RC_jobsincome - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should see to jobs and a standard of 

living” and the other is “7. Govt should let each person get ahead on own”, “Where would you place 

Donald Trump on this issue?” No labels on responses 2 through 6.

Betterecon - “Which party do you think would do a better job of handling the nation’s economy the 

Republicans, the Democrats, or wouldn’t there be much difference between them?”. 1=Republicans, 

2=Democrats, 3=Not a difference, 4=Neither

Mimp1 - Referring to a problem identified by the respondent earlier in the survey, “Which political party 

do you think would be the most likely to get the government to do a better job in dealing with this 

problem - the Republicans, the Democrats or wouldn’t there be much difference between them?” 

1=Democrats, 2=Republicans, 3=Wouldn’t be a difference



Mimp2 - Referring to a second problem identified by the respondent earlier in the survey, “Which 

political party do you think would be the most likely to get the government to do a better job in dealing 

with this problem - the Republicans, the Democrats or wouldn’t there be much difference between 

them?” 1=Democrats, 2=Republicans, 3=Wouldn’t be a difference

Mimp3 - Referring to a third problem identified by the respondent earlier in the survey, “Which political 

party do you think would be the most likely to get the government to do a better job in dealing with this 

problem - the Republicans, the Democrats or wouldn’t there be much difference between them?” 

1=Democrats, 2=Republicans, 3=Wouldn’t be a difference

Divgovt - “Do you think it is better when one party controls both the presidency and Congress, better 

when control is split between the Democrats and Republicans, or doesn’t it matter?” 1=better unified, 

2=better split, 3=doesn’t matter

Emotional items
DC_angry_often - “Think about Hillary Clinton. How often would you say you’ve felt angry because of 

the kind of person Hillary Clinton is or because of something she has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

RC_angry_often - Think about Donald Trump. How often would you say you’ve felt angry because of 

the kind of person Donald Trump is or because of something he has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?" 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

DC_hopeful_often - “Think about Hillary Clinton. How often would you say you’ve felt hopeful because 

of the kind of person Hillary Clinton is or because of something she has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

RC_hopeful_often - Think about Donald Trump. How often would you say you’ve felt hopeful because 

of the kind of person Donald Trump is or because of something he has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?" 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

DC_afraid_often - “Think about Hillary Clinton. How often would you say you’ve felt afraid because of 

the kind of person Hillary Clinton is or because of something she has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

RC_afraid_often - Think about Donald Trump. How often would you say you’ve felt afraid because of 

the kind of person Donald Trump is or because of something he has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?" 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always



DC_proud_often - “Think about Hillary Clinton. How often would you say you’ve felt proud because of 

the kind of person Hillary Clinton is or because of something she has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

RC_proud_often - Think about Donald Trump. How often would you say you’ve felt proud because of 

the kind of person Donald Trump is or because of something he has done - never, some of the time, 

about half the time, most of the time, or always?" 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half the time, 

4=most of the time, 5=always

DC_disgust_often - “Think about Hillary Clinton. How often would you say you’ve felt disgusted 

because of the kind of person Hillary Clinton is or because of something she has done - never, some of 

the time, about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half 

the time, 4=most of the time, 5=always

RC_disgust_often - “Think about Donald Trump. How often would you say you’ve felt disgusted 

because of the kind of person Donald Trump is or because of something he has done - never, some of 

the time, about half the time, most of the time, or always?” 1=never, 2=some of the time, 3=about half 

the time, 4=most of the time, 5=always

Obama_angry - “Think about Barack Obama. Has Barack Obama - because of the kind of person he is 

or because of something he has done, ever made you feel: angry? How often would you say you’ve felt 

angry: Never, some of the time, about half the time, most of the time, or always” 1=never, 2=some of 

the time, 3=about half the time, 4=most of the time, 5=always

Obama_proud - “Think about Barack Obama. Has Barack Obama - because of the kind of person he 

is or because of something he has done, ever made you feel: proud? How often would you say you’ve 

felt proud: Never, some of the time, about half the time, most of the time, or always” 1=never, 2=some 

of the time, 3=about half the time, 4=most of the time, 5=always

Open-ended items
Raw text

DemPC_like - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular about Hillary Clinton 

that might make you want to vote for her? What is that?”

DemPC_dislike - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular about Hillary 

Clinton that might make you want to vote against her? What is that?”

RepPC_like - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular about Donald Trump 

that might make you want to vote for him? What is that?”

RepPC_dislike - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular about Donald 

Trump that might make you want to vote against him? What is that?”

DemParty_like - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular that you like about 

the Democratic party? What is that?”

DemParty_dislike - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular that you don’t 

like about the Democratic party? What is that?”



RepParty_like - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular that you like about 

the Republican party? What is that?”

RepParty_dislike - Open-ended answer to the question: “Is there anything in particular that you don’t 

like about the Republican party? What is that?”

Coded versions

DemPC_like_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said there was something that 

would make them vote for Clinton and 0 if they said there was not.

DemPC_dislike_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said there was something that 

would make them vote against Clinton and 0 if they said there was not.

RepPC_like_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said there was something that 

would make them vote for Trump and 0 if they said there was not.

RepPC_dislike_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said there was something that 

would make them vote against Trump and 0 if they said there was not.

DemParty_like_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said they had something they 

liked about the Democratic Party and 0 if they said they did not.

DemParty_dislike_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said they had something they 

disliked about the Democratic Party and 0 if they said they did not.

RepParty_like_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said they had something they 

liked about the Republican Party and 0 if they said they did not.

RepParty_dislike_b - Coded version of the open-ended items - 1 if they said they had something they 

disliked about the Republican Party and 0 if they said they did not.

DemParty_net - A score based on the _b variables for the Democratic Party. 0 means nothing to like or 

dislike or both something to like and dislike, 1 means a net like, -1 means a net dislike

DemPC_net - A score based on the _b variables for Clinton. 0 means nothing to like or dislike or both 

something to like and dislike, 1 means a net like, -1 means a net dislike

RepParty_net - A score based on the _b variables for the Republican Party. 0 means nothing to like or 

dislike or both something to like and dislike, 1 means a net like, -1 means a net dislike

RepPC_net - A score based on the _b variables for Trump. 0 means nothing to like or dislike or both 

something to like and dislike, 1 means a net like, -1 means a net dislike

Respondent’s political views
Abortion_old - “There has been some discussion about abortion during recent years. Which one of the 

opinions on this page best agrees with your view? You can just tell me the number of the opinion you 

choose.” Answers are: 1. By law, abortion should never be permitted, 2. The law should permit abortion 

only in the case of rape, incest, or when the woman’s life is in danger, 3. The law should permit 



abortion for reasons other than rape, incest, or danger to the woman’s life, but only after the the need 

for the abortion has been clearly established, 4. By law, a woman should always be able to obtain an 

abortion as a matter of personal choice.

AidBlacks - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should help blacks” and the other is “7. 

Blacks should help themselves”, “Where would you place yourself on this scale, or haven’t you thought 

much about this?” No labels on responses 2 through 6. 99 refers to “Haven’t thought much about this”

Govtspend_old - Referring to a scale where one end is “1. Govt should provide many fewer services”

and the other is “7. Govt should provide many more services”, “Where would you place yourself on this 

scale, or haven’t you thought much about this?” No labels on responses 2 through 6. 99 refers to 

“Haven’t thought much about this”

Vote_D - If the respondent answered “Hillary Clinton” to the question “Who did you vote for?” in 

reference to the presidential election, =1. Otherwise, missing.

Vote_R - If the respondent answered “Donald Trump” to the question “Who did you vote for?” in 

reference to the presidential election, =1. Otherwise, missing.

Vote_O - If the respondent answered someone besides “Hillary Clinton” or “Donald Trump” to the 

question “Who did you vote for?” in reference to the presidential election, =1. Otherwise, missing.

Misc, administrative items
CID - Identifier; unique to each respondent

Year - Year of survey (2016 for all respondents)

State - State where respondent lives; provided by ANES, not by survey response

weight_ftf - Weighting variable for the face-to-face sample

weight_web - Weighting variable for the web sample

weight_full - Weighting variable for the entire, combined sample

Spanish - 1 if the open-ended items are in Spanish; 0 otherwise. Rough measure of language of 

interview


